
This pamphlet will help you apply to us for a 
grant. It describes the goals of  our grantmaking 
program, the kinds of  projects eligible for 
support, and the procedures to follow in making 
a request. Please review these materials carefully 
and submit your proposal in the format we 
request. We encourage you to apply to other 
foundations as well. While we would like to 
support all the good and important work carried 
out by the City’s nonprofit organizations, we 
review far more proposals than we can fund.

THE GRANTS PROGRAM
The Trust makes grants in four major program 
areas, each divided into funding categories. A 
general overview of  each of  these areas follows.
 
More detailed guidelines about our grantmaking 
priorities in each category are available by calling us or 
visiting www.nycommunitytrust.org.

1. Children, Youth, & Families

There are a host of  interrelated problems 
plaguing New York’s poor children and families, 
such as homelessness, family violence, and 
substance abuse. We work with government 
and private agencies to develop the strengths 
of  families and young people; to improve their 
living and working conditions; to improve 
family and child welfare services; and to advance 
social work practice. Our grants fall within the 
following funding categories:

Your application should contain:

A cover letter, on your letterhead, signed by 
your director.

A completed New York Community Trust 
Proposal Cover Sheet (visit our Web site).

A proposal (no more than ten pages) that 
includes:

Agency background (mission, major 
activities, and credentials for carrying out 
project).
Project description:

Brief  statement of  problem to be 
addressed.
Goals and objectives.
Who is served.
Project activities.
Expected outcome.
Staff  (append their resumes).

Plan for measuring project results.
Project budget (expenses & income).

Agency operating budget.

A list of  the Board of  Directors.

Latest audited financial statement, or if  not 

available, the Form 990.

Current annual report (if  available).

Affirmative action policy.
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ABOUT THE TRUST
Since 1924, The New York Community Trust 
has been the community foundation of  the New 
York metropolitan area, an aggregate of  funds 
created by charitable individuals, families, and 
corporations to improve the quality of  life for 
all the area’s residents.

Grants made from these funds—which now 
number almost 1,800—meet the changing 
needs of  children, youth, and families; aid 
in community development; improve the 
environment; promote health; assist people with 
special needs; and support education, arts, and 
human rights.

In addition to making grants to a broad range 
of  nonprofit agencies, The Trust responds to 
urgent problems in the City by bringing people 
together, collaborating with other funders, and 
issuing publications to help illuminate issues and 
explore their solutions.
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Girls and Young Women
Hunger and Homelessness
Social Services and Welfare
Substance Abuse
Youth Development

2. Community Development & the   
    Environment

Nonprofits and the government are being 
asked to use their shrinking resources to 
deal with increasingly complicated problems. 
The Trust focuses on relieving New York’s 
chronic shortage of  affordable housing, 
strengthening the local economy, and protecting 
our environment, both locally and globally. 
We support community agencies working 
on these issues at the neighborhood level, 
and government and nonprofit institutions 
developing strategies for the City as a whole. 
To underpin these and all our programs, we 
support efforts to improve the functioning of  
nonprofits and government. Our grants fall 
within the following funding categories:

Civic Affairs
Community Development
Conservation and the Environment
Technical Assistance
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3. Education, Arts, & the Humanities

Strong systems of  education and justice, and 
vibrant cultural resources are the hallmarks of  
a civilized society. The Trust is concerned that 
public schools are not meeting the needs of  
our children; arts organizations in our city are 
financially strapped; and institutions of  justice 
are not serving everyone equally. We concentrate 
on projects that improve New York City’s public 
education system; promote diversity, equity, and 
access in the arts; and advocate for the rights of  
all people. Our grants fall within the following 
funding categories:

Arts and Culture
Education
Historic Preservation
Human Justice

4. Health & People With Special Needs

America’s health care system is fragmented and 
full of  gaps in service. Society often ignores 
the talents and productivity of  people with 
special needs. The Trust supports projects 
that strengthen preventive health care, 
improve access to services, strengthen health 
service providers, and develop the skills and 
independence of  people with special needs. 
Our grants fall within the following funding 
categories:

Biomedical Research
Health Services
Health Systems and Policy
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People with Special Needs
AIDS/HIV
Children and Youth with Disabilities
Elderly
Mental Health and Mental Retardation
Blindness and Visual Disabilities

THE GRANT REVIEW PROCESS
Eligible Requests
We support projects directly benefiting New 
York City. We do not support individuals, 
and we almost never make grants for 
endowments, building campaigns, general 
operating support, or religious purposes.

Grants average $50,000 for one year. Some 
grants are made at higher levels or for longer 
periods, but these are extremely competitive.

Application Procedures
If  you want to be considered for a grant, 
send us an application containing the items 
specified on the next page. You will make 
your best case by giving us the information 
we need at the outset; we will contact you if  
we have questions or additional concerns. 
Please submit all your written materials 
before calling to discuss your ideas. We will 
acknowledge your application within two 
weeks of  its receipt. If  you do not hear 
from us within three months, or if  you 
have questions, please call Judith Lopez at 
212.686.0010, Ext. 554.
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